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August 6, 2013

Mayor Denis Law
Renton City Hall
1055 S. Grady Way
Renton, WA 98057

Mayor Law,

In a lekter dated June 12, 2013, King County Library System responded to a request by the
Renton City Councll to look into the possibility of placing an entry door on the south side of the
Renton Library, Based cn the professlonal expertise of KCLS' consultant team from The

Miller | Hul Partnershlp, it was determined that a single entry on the south side of the vastibule
was not feasible, This letter is in response to the further request to look at the possibility of
adding a second dacr on the south side of the vestibule. KCLS’ architects slite the following
issues with a second door.

Space Utilization: Incorporating a second entry along the south fagade will decrease square
footage devoted to clrculatlon space and obstruct areas created for river viewlng. The -
community was vocal in Identifying both issues as critical to the building’s design. An entry on
the south side greatly diminishes these objectives.

Security and Monitoring: One point of entiy allows staff members to monitor visitors
entering and leaving the bullding. This Is an important aspect for malntaining patron safety and
minlmizing materials theft.

Renovation Tolerances: Miller | Hull architects typically approach renovations with the
expectation tiiat structures will inevitably be out-of-plunib and not bullt exactly as documented
In orlgnal drawings, With that In mind, renovation designs are typlcally detailed with ample
tolerances to absorb imperfections of existing conditions. As mentioned previously, structural
upgrades to the building will require cross-bracing along the exterlor column line and
introduction of an entiy door on the south fagade encroaches on the tolerances the architects
feel are appropriate. Adding a door to the existing aitlock would also be a tight fit under the
required bracing.

Code Compliance; Egress doors musk also comply with a number of codé requirements,

which Include;

s  ADA maneuvering clearances (for slde and front approach) which would require
significantly enlarging the alrlock space,

«  Path of travel reguirements which becomes an lssue If a new south door and interfor
airtock door are placed too close together. |

*  Adoor in the south fagade of the alrlock will create perpendlcular paths of travel
without apprapriate separation distances. The code requirements are minlmum, nat
maximum standards. As such, two alrlock doors would not be recommended based on
the inability to achieve appropriate distances betweaen two perpendicular doors.

KCLS and the project architects conclude that a second entry door on the south side of the
bullding is not feasible,

m

Bill Pracek —
Library Director




